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2015 International Fire Code, Chapter 24 – Application of Flammable Finishes 
 

Welding and cutting shall be done only under the supervision of the person in 

charge.  

No Welding.  

The use of welding or cutting equipment in or near this area is dangerous because 

of fire and explosion hazards.  
 

• An approved automatic fire extinguishing system shall be provided with fire 

sprinkler heads or nozzles installed to cover the duct, spray area, and behind 

the filters.  

• “NO SMOKING” signs shall be posted in the spraying area.  
• Conspicuous signs with the following warning shall be posted in the vicinity of 

spraying areas, dipping operations and paint storage rooms. 

• Only manufactured booths of steel not less than 0.0478 inch (18 gage) in 

thickness are acceptable.  

• Any paint booth having a floor area of 200 sq. ft. or more shall be served by at 
least two exits. The area of a paint spray booth shall not exceed 1,500 sq. ft and 

shall not exceed 10 percent of the basic area permitted for the major use of the 

building.  

• The interior surfaces must be smooth, without edges, for cleaning purposes. 

(2015 IFC 2404.3.2.2 surfaces) 
• No storage is allowed within three (3’) feet and no welding within twenty (20’) 

feet of the booth. (2015 IFC 2404.3.2.5 clear space) 

• All lights must be behind heat treated or hammered wire glass. (NO PORTABLE 

LIGHTS)  

• Wiring and electrical fixtures inside the booth must be designed and utilize 

devices UL Listed for Class 1, Division 1 locations.  
• Air velocity through the booth during spraying operation shall be not less than 

one hundred (100) linear feet per minute. (2015 IFC 2404.7.3.1 open-face or 

Open-front spray booth) 

• Approved UL Listed filters shall be used.  

• Space heaters or hot surfaces are prohibited inside spray booths.  
• No electrical equipment is allowed in booth unless it is listed by UL for Class 1, 

Division 1 locations and located to avoid deposits of combustible residues.  

• All metal parts of the spray booth, exhaust ducts, or flammable liquid piping 

system shall be properly electrically grounded.  

• Electrical equipment shall be interlocked with the ventilation equipment so that 
the equipment cannot be operated unless the vent fans are on.  

• Each spray booth shall have an exhaust duct discharging to the building exterior 

(through the roof is preferred, through the wall is acceptable, if not a fire hazard 

or a nuisance to neighbors). 

TECHNICAL BULLETIN 
Planning & Development Services 

Building Inspections Division 
 

Topic: Spray Booth Requirements 



   10/14/2019 

• Exhaust fan motors shall not be placed inside booths or ducts. Fan blades shall 

be nonferrous or non-sparking or casing shall be lines with such material. Fan 
motor shall be UL Listed for Class 1, Division 1 locations.  

• Fan belts and pulleys within the duct or booth shall be tightly enclosed.  

• The discharge point for exhaust ducts shall be at least 30 feet from the property 

line; 10 feet from openings into the building; 6 feet from exterior walls and 

roofs; 30 feet from combustible walls or openings into the building which are in 
the direction of the exhaust discharge; and 10 feet above adjoining grade.  

• Exhausted air shall not be re-circulated.  

• The exhaust air intake ducts shall be extended to pick up flammable vapors 

within six inches (6”) of the floor.  

 

• A separate permit and submittal for suppression system.  
 

 

Required Plans for Commercial Remodel Building Permit –  

2 full sets of plans drawn to a verifiable Engineer or Architect’s scale.  

(clearly legible without the use of magnification)  
 

• Site Plan  

• Floorplan – Detailed drawings showing all rooms and specific uses labeled 

o Show proposed location of paint booth  

• Elevations – Show how paint booth will look after installation with all 
attachment details 

• Exhaust details 

• Proof of Asbestos Survey  

 

 

 
If you have specific questions, please contact at (817) 459-6502. 
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